
Appendix 1. Questions for Quranic schoolboys during Covid in Guinea-Bissau 

 

Themes 

 

 

Questions 

 

General  

 

Can you tell me a little about yourself? 

1. When and where were you born? Other countries, in this case, when did you come 

to Guinea-Bissau? How long in Bissau? 

2. Are you a student of a specific cherno? 

3. If you are an almudu, in Bissau? Another place, which one? Senegal, rural 

countryside? Who do you study with and where? If not, who do you stay with? 

4. Where do you currently sleep and eat? Neighborhood? How many people sleep in 

the same bed? Children <18 years (n)? adults (n) 

 

 

Knowlegde/ 

Experience 

 

 

Can you tell me a little bit about what you know about Covid 19? 

1. What is this? 

2. What impact might this have? 

3. Are you afraid of getting the disease? Why? 

4. How is it transmitted/how do people get this disease? 

5. Do you believe in the existence of Covid 19 in Guinea-Bissau? Yes or No, Why? 

6. Through which channels do you receive information about Covid 19? 

7. What is Covid’s impact on your day-to-day activity? 

8. How can you beg now compared to before Covid-19? 

9. What is the impact of Covid-19 on your access to food? 

 

 

Education 

 

Can you tell me a little bit about how you feel Covid 19 has impacted on your Quran 

school education? 

1. Do you still attend Quran school classes run by your cherno? 

2. Do you meet with other almudos to study together? How are they doing? 

3. Do you have or lack any service or support from your cherno (or others) at this stage 

of the pandemic? 

4. What type of service or support would you like to have? 

 

 

Family 

 

Can you tell me a little bit about how Covid 19 has influenced your life and that of 

your family? 

1. Do you communicate with your family about Covid-19 and your personal situation? 

2. Has Covid 19 affected your family's daily life? Like? 

3. Has Covid 19 had any positive/negative impact on your life, explain! 

4. How is your family reacting to the illness? 

5. Do you and your family support physical distance (2 meters), if not, why? 

6. Have you noticed any psychological impact of the epidemic on your family 

members? Explain! 

7. Did anyone in your family need to go to a health center to get services but was not 

seen because of Covid-19? 

8. Has anyone in your family had Covid-19? 

9. Are there people under the age of 10 and those over 60 in your family who were the 

family’s concern with Covid 19? Explain! 
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Neighbourhood 

 

Can you tell me a little bit about if/how Covid 19 has influenced your neighborhood 

where you go begging or during your daily activity? 

1. Have you noticed any changes in your neighborhood? Explain! 

2. In your opinion, do people follow the physical distance rule of 2 meters? Yes or No, 

Why? 

3. What is the hardest thing to do in these times of restricted movement? 

4. How do you see violence now compared to moments before the restrictions? In the 

family? In the streets? Between neighbors? Between beggars/almudos? Another 

violence? 

5. Do people go to the health center when they are sick? If not, why? 

6. Has anyone in your neighborhood/colleague almudu been infected with Covid-19? If 

so, please explain! 

7. What was the reaction of neighbours to hearing about this disease? 

 

 

Friends 

 

Can you tell me a little bit about your feelings in times of Covid 19? How has this 

influenced your social life? 

1. Have your activities in your free time/work/daily activities changed? Like? 

2. What do you do during the day? Has Covid-19 changed the pace of your daily 

activity, how? 

3. What would you like to do but was affected by Covid 19? 

 

 

Internet 

 

 

 

Can you tell me a little bit if Covid 19 has influenced the way you use the Internet or 

social media? 

1. Do you have a phone? What type? 

2. Do you have internet access? Like? Cost? What are you used to using on the 

internet? 

3. In your opinion, what was the role played by the internet in the fight against Covid 

19? 

 

Future  

1. Can you tell me a little bit if Covid 19 will have any influence on your future 

prospects? If yes, how? If not, why? 

2. After Covid-19, do you want to continue begging? If yes, why? If not, what do you 

want to do? What is your life's dream? 
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